
 

 

The informal summit on regional prosperity and stability hosted by the UAE 

can be the basis of a more structured co-operation in the future. 

By Dennis Sammut 

 

The president of the UAE, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed on Wednesday (18 

January), hosted the leaders of Egypt, Jordan, Oman, Qatar and Bahrain in Abu 

Dhabi to discuss regional and international issues. It was dubbed “a fraternal 

consultation meeting on prosperity and stability in the region” and according to 

the official media its aim was “to consolidate and deepen cooperation between the 

brotherly countries across various sectors that serve development, prosperity and 

stability in the region through cooperation and regional integration.” 

The meeting held at the St Regis Hotel on Abu Dhabi’s Saadiat Island was in a 

format that is becoming increasingly more widely used, simply because it is more 

efficient and productive. It replaces the big set-piece jamborees reminiscent of the 

Arab League, where everyone comes together but where the diversity of views 

and approaches is so wide that a proper discussion, let alone decisions and 

outcomes, are all but impossible. The new format sees leaders meeting, very often 

in informal settings, around specific topics and agendas, with already enough 

common ground that a fruitful discussion is possible, and tangible results within 

reach. The emphasis in these type of meetings is on allowing the participants to 

get to know each other better, and to discuss issues more openly. 

The meeting in Abu Dhabi this week had its symbolisms too. The presence of 

Sultan Haitham of Oman, who rarely travels himself for these summits and is 

usually represented by a special envoy, was significant, and indicates the high 

level of existing Oman-UAE relations. Also the presence of Sheikh Tamim, the 

Emir of Qatar, in Abu Dhabi, puts a final closure to a difficult period in inter-Gulf 

relations in the last decade. 

Like-minded countries 

The six countries meeting in Abu Dhabi this week are like-minded on many 

issues. There are of course nuances, which is why such summits are always useful. 

One common theme is their relationship with Israel: Egypt, Jordan, UAE and 

Bahrain now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Qatar and Oman do not, 

but they have had relations with Israel for a very long time. Israel and the 

Palestinian question would inevitably have been on the agenda as the leaders 

gathered at the St Regis Hotel this week. In fact, the Egyptian and Jordanian 

leaders came to Abu Dhabi immediately after holding a three-way summit with 



 

 

Palestinian president Abbas. Given the recent shift in Israeli politics this is an 

important time for those Arab countries who deal directly with Israel “to 

synchronise watches”. 

Defence and Security 

The “St Regis Six” are also very like minded when it comes to defence and 

security in the region. Each has its own nuance, reflecting its own historical , 

geographic and strategic realities. But there is enough common ground for even 

more structured co-operation in this domain going forward. The region is bracing 

itself for a possible escalation in the relations between Iran and the international 

community, as well as possible fallout from internal political turmoil in Iran itself. 

No gathering of leaders in the Gulf these days is complete without a good 

discussion on Iran, and this summit is unlikely to have been the exception. 

Increasing prosperity 

The theme of increasing prosperity is a dominant feature of many summits these 

days. The Abu Dhabi summit “stressed that cooperation in building economic and 

development partnerships between their countries and other Arab nations in the 

region is the way to creating a better future for all people in the region.” The UAE 

has big ambitions for economic achievements in the future, but has also already 

shown a willingness to work with like minded partners in the Arab world, 

understanding fully well that spreading prosperity is tantamount to spreading 

stability. 

Mutual respect and non-interference 

In the read-out from the meeting it was stressed that the leaders “highlighted the 

importance of adhering to the rules of good neighbourliness, respect for 

sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs.” These are important points 

that are always worth stressing. Only based on these principles can relations 

between countries thrive and prosper. 

The Gulf is the epicentre of a new Arab renaissance 

The Abu Dhabi summit is another example of how the Gulf region is emerging as 

the new epicentre of the Arab world. The leading Arab centres of thinking and 

expression are no longer Cairo, Damascus and Baghdad, but these days are more 

likely to be Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Doha and Riyadh. It is here that a nascent Arab 

renaissance in arts, culture and creativity can be seen emerging and prospering. 

Eventually this will also find political and diplomatic expression. 

 



 

 

Is this a new platform in the making? 

Some are asking if this  week’s “fraternal consultation meeting” was an ad hoc, 

one off event, or whether what we are seeing is the beginning of a new process, 

which may lead to the establishment of a new platform for co-operation. Some 

think such a platform is overdue. Whilst existing regional structures have their 

own merits they have certain limitations: the Arab League is too big and unwieldy 

and appears to many to be no longer fit for purpose; on the other hand the GCC 

being de-facto a club for the Gulf Arab monarchies is too restricted. A platform 

that has the Gulf countries at its core but is open to other neighbouring countries 

would be an interesting new development. No sense of this emerged from this 

week’s “fraternal consultations”, but it could very well be that the “St Regis Six” 

will move in this direction in the future. In any case as the UAE becomes 

increasingly more important as a regional and global diplomatic player, we are 

likely to see more summits like this in Abu Dhabi in the future. 
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