
 

 

The Oman-UAE summit is strategically significant for the whole region 

By Dennis Sammut 

 

The President of the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, makes his first visit to an 

Arab country since his accession as head of state last May, when he visits Muscat this week to meet 

the Omani Sultan Haitham bin Tariq. This will be a state visit, highlighting the importance the two 

countries attach to the relationship between them. 

However, the significance of this visit goes way beyond simple diplomatic niceties, and has a strategic 

character. Oman and UAE are neighbours on the Arabian Peninsula. They share a common history 

and their people have many familial and tribal ties. At the moment the two states also share 

common challenges, resulting from increasing global insecurity, as well as risks emanating from an 

unpredictable and assertive Iran, and an ongoing war and humanitarian crisis in Yemen. 

The announced agenda of the discussions during the visit is ambitious, and focused mainly on 

economic co-operation and people to people contacts. This is how it should be. Economic relations 

bring the two countries closer together and especially at a time of global turbulence in both political 

and economic spheres, also help to bring stability not only to the two countries but to the wider 

region as well. 

But although not widely publicised, issues related to regional peace and security are bound to 

feature prominently in the discussions between the two leaders. 

UAE and Oman are important and respected regional players 

UAE and Oman are important regional players: their role and their importance far greater than their 

size would at first suggest. This is not only a result of their strategic location, but is mainly due to the 

role they have carved for themselves as international players. 

The UAE currently sits on the UN Security Council. It is a respected voice in all international fora. Its 

adhesion to the Abraham Accords has been lauded as a huge diplomatic step, with implications for 

the wider peace and security of the Middle East region. On its part, Oman has carved a niche for 

itself in the international arena, providing mediation and communication channels where non exist. 

In this regard its role in maintaining dialogue with Iran, and its efforts at ending the war in Yemen 

have been widely recognised. UAE and Oman have a common peaceful agenda, even if their 

approach to some issues is different. The visit offers the leaders an opportunity to highlight the 

commonality of this  agenda and its objectives, and co-ordinate their efforts. 

Consolidating friendly ties through economic co-operation 

Whilst the UAE and Oman already have good economic relations, it is well understood that plenty 

can yet be done to maximise these relations. The two countries compliment each other. There is 

plenty of scope for additional UAE investment in Oman, and young Omanis can contribute in many 

ways to the UAE’s ambitious economic targets. The emphasis on youth in the agenda of the 

discussions in Muscat this week is not a co-incidence. It is by galvanising the energy and potential of 

the young generation of the two countries that the future can be secured. Both President Sheikh 

Mohamed and Sultan Haitham, have, in the short time that they have been the leaders of their 

respective countries put a huge emphasis on young people. By putting young people at the centre of 

discussions during their summit they are emphasising the importance of this strategy not only for 

their respective countries but also for the region. 



 

 

Two trading nations 

The UAE is the leading trading partner of Oman in the GCC. Both countries need to further expand 

their trading relations, with each other, and with the rest of the world, in order to increase the 

wealth of their nations and citizens. There is no doubt this issue will feature highly on the agenda in 

the discussions, not only between the two leaders, but also between their respective delegations. 

The visit comes at an important turning point in the history of the GCC 

The Oman-UAE summit comes at a time when the GCC is at an important turning point. The six 

countries have put behind them the tensions of recent years and are seeking to increase the co-

operation dynamic within the regional grouping. Ongoing global turmoil, including in the energy 

sector, has once more highlighted the importance of the region for global economic stability. The 

visit in the last days of the German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, to the region highlighted this fact. He is 

the latest in a string of world leaders, that have visited the region since the beginning of the year, 

and particularly since the start of the war in Ukraine. 

A stronger political and economic partnership between Muscat and Abu Dhabi can provide the GCC 

with a very considerable boost. That is why the talks will be watched carefully not only in other Araba 

capitals but world wide. 

 

Learning how to manage problems when they arise and seize opportunities when they present 

themselves 

In the past, Oman and the UAE have had their problems, but they knew how to solve them without 

escalation. This was no small way thanks to the wisdom and pragmatism of the two founding fathers 

of the two nations, Sheikh Zayid and Sultan Qaboos. Both were instrumental in forging the identity of 

their respective countries, but both also left their mark on the wider region. The new generation of 

leaders will no doubt, every now and then, face difficulties and challenges. But the historical roots in 

which UAE-Omani relations are anchored will always ensure that difficulties that arise are solved 

amicably. Conversely, every now and then opportunities arise that need to be seized. Both UAE and 

Oman have been learning how to do this, and in the future they can also do so together. 

For both the UAE and Oman there is a bright future, but this future needs to be secured through hard 

work and wise leadership. Sheikh Mohammed and Sultan Haitham will this week lead the way and 

set the example. Others should follow.  
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