
 

 

 

➢ How do you see the visit of the Israeli president to the UAE? 
This is undoubtedly an historic visit of an Israeli President on the soil of the 
UAE. As such, it epitomizes the game-changing impact of the Abraham 
Accords and leverages a regional cohesion which is for the benefit of all people.  

➢ What are the areas of joint cooperation that you think need to be 
strengthened between the UAE and Israel?  
The bilateral trade has already passed the 1 billion dollar threshold. What is 
extremely important now is the continued exchange of knowledge- for example, 
such as can be seen in the gift which was given by President Herzog to Crown 
Prince MBZ- a group of Israeli experts from the Schneider Children’s Hospital 
shall transfer knowledge and experience to their counterparts in the UAE. 
Furthermore, another very important issue for joint cooperation is in bringing 
people together (People-for-people) in order for the agreement to trickle down 
from the government level to the ground level in order to anchor the friendship 
and cooperation for our next generations. 

➢ A year and a half after Abraham, do you think that what has been achieved 
is sufficient? 
Whilst the achievements are extremely impressive thus far, it is of course 
insufficient and will never be sufficient, as the potential for cooperation is almost 
limitless.  

➢ How do you see the Israeli government's moves in promoting joint work 
with the UAE? 
The Israeli executive, legislature and judiciary is extremely united in its support 
of the Abraham Accords. It is one of the few issues in which there is little public 
dispute (albeit the political leadership of the Arab Israeli population has come 
out publicly against this development). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is leading 
the continued cooperation as does the Ministry of Regional Cooperation. 
Nonetheless, I would recommend that a specific, and high-level “Ambassador” -
who shall be under the auspices of the PM (perhaps in the NSC)- will be 
appointed to be the integrator of all initiatives concerning the issue. 

➢ Do you think that Prime Minister Naftali Bennett's recent statements 
regarding negotiations with the Palestinians could be an obstacle to 
strengthening relations and expanding the agreement? 
The Abraham Accords, in my humble opinion were never an obstacle to the 
peace with the Palestinians. Rather, the signing of the Accords signified an end 
to the eternal linkage between reaching a final peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians and created a reality in which regional peace was no longer help 
“hostage” by other peace developments. That is not to say that they are 
unimportant or must not be pursued. The policies vis-à-vis the matter differ 
amongst different parties within the coalition and that is perhaps the beauty and 
epitome of the Israeli democracy and the pluralism of the current coalition. 

➢ Do you think the Biden administration has become less interested in 
expanding the agreement than the Trump administration? 
Despite the fact that the Trump Administration had without a doubt initiated and 
brought the Accords to fruition- an undenied and unequaled achievement which 
shall have major and most wonderful repercussions on the region, the current 
American Administration has an interest in my opinion to create an 
achievement of its own within this context – and that will come into expression 
within the form of yet another bilateral peace agreement (inshallah) 



 

 

To what extent does the UAE's interest in promoting peace and coexistence 
help in strengthening these concepts between the Palestinians and the Israelis? 
That is a question of the Emiratis I think.  

➢ Israel is preparing to return to the African Union as an observer member. 
Do you think that the Abraham Accords helped in this matter?  
I do think that the Abraham Accords as previously mentioned are game 
changing on the regional level. One of the outcomes (indirectly) was also israel’s 
important and much needed return to the African Union. Africa is an important 
continent and israel has much to contribute to its people and it is within the 
vested interest of the Israeli people to continue to forge relations with the people 
of Africa on a number of levels. 

 


