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The European Union wants to help the Afghan people, do you think this is possible under 

the Taliban government? 

It has to be possible. We are committed to helping Afghan people and continue to deliver the 

much-needed humanitarian aid. From the start of the current crisis we have multiplied the 

humanitarian aid from originally planned 50 million euros this year to 300 million euros. And we 

will remain active in this field. On the other hand, we froze all the development support that was 

channelled through the authorities. This support is still on hold and will continue to be on hold 

until we can evaluate the behaviour of the Taliban. We are aware of the challenges this poses and 

want to avoid the economic collapse of the country. That is why we will analyse carefully the 

situation and before the G20 meeting we will try to organise a meeting of the Development 

Ministers of the European Union to discuss this situation and to give the right answers. 

  

Are there guarantees from the Taliban to the union that the aid will actually be delivered to 

the citizens? 
So far, we have seen, that the humanitarian aid is being delivered to those who need it. And this 

is one of our red lines that cannot be crossed. But we want to have credible guarantees not only 

when it comes to the possibility to deliver humanitarian assistance to people, but also on other 

issues such a right to work for women, possibility for girls to attend schools, respecting rights 

and freedoms of the population, non discrimination of minorities etc. We have heard several 

declarations and statements by the Taliban about their intentions, but what is important are 

concrete deeds and actions. We will judge them not by what they promised, but how do they 

deliver on their promises to the local population and to the international community. We are 

watching very carefully and evaluate their actions. 

  

Will the European Union develop a plan to deal with the new wave of Afghan refugees? 
We are already working hard with the international partners to make sure that there are such 

conditions in Afghanistan, which make people want to stay and not leave the country. At the 

same time we are aware of the risks and are preparing also for other scenarios. We are already 

discussing it with the countries of the region, because they will be the first in line who will be 

affected by the potential migration wave. And the High-Level Forum we are preparing for this 

Thursday is another opportunity to discuss ways how to provide protection and safe and legal 

pathways for those Afghans who are at risk and feel that they have to leave the country. 

  

Is there a fear of an escalation of the wave after the arrival of the Taliban to power? Will 

this encourage ISIS to display terrorist operations, declaring its presence? 
Yes, this is one of the concerns that we have. The success of Taliban in Afghanistan can serve as 

an encouragement to other groups in the region and other parts of the world. That is why we are 

discussing with our international partners ways how to eliminate such risk. One of the ways how 

to achieve it, is international coordination and cooperation. 

  

How do you see the relationship between the European Union and the Gulf states and the 

partnership that exists for stability and the fight against terrorism? 



 

We see the Gulf countries as important partners and want to advance not only our bilateral 

relations with each of them, but also a broader, more strategic, cooperation also on regional and 

global issues. Security and fight against extremism and radicalisation belong to areas where we 

want to intensify our interactions. This message was conveyed by High Representative Josep 

Borrell during his recent visit to Qatar, UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

  

Is there a mediation at the present time by the union between Turkey on the one hand and 

Greece and Cyprus on the other? 

Greece and Cyprus are souvereign, independent countries. They are members of the European 

Union and the European Union stands in solidarity with Greece and Cyprus when it comes to 

actions by Turkey which affect these two members of the European Union. We were very clear 

in our engagement with Turkey that we are interested in friendly and good neighbourly relations, 

but at the same time, we will not tolerate actions directed against our Member States. There is a 

lot the European Union can offer to Turkey, but a basic precondition for that is a constructive 

behaviour without unilateral and provocative actions. Otherwise, we stand ready to respond 

accordingly. 

  

Some believe that there is a lack of firm and united European dealings with regard to 

Turkish violations of the rights of Greece and Cyprus? 
The European Union is based on the respect for rule of law, international norms and principles of 

good neighbourly relations. That is why, if there are problems with any outside partner, we first 

try to solve it through engagement and dialogue. If this fails, only then we use tougher means 

such as sanctions, for example. But it is in our DNA to work to find mutually agreeable 

compromises and win-win solutions for everyone. Let’s also not forget that any position or 

action by the EU in the area of foreign relations needs to be adopted by unanimity of all the 

Member States. The response we gave until now to Turkey reflects what the EU Member States 

were able and wanted to agree on. 

  

Do you think that the divergent viewpoints regarding what is happening in Libya will make 

it difficult to hold the elections on their due date next December? 

In the EU, we all have the opinion, that holding fair and inclusive elections on 24 December, 

together with a full implementation of the ceasefire is crucial to restore the national sovereignty 

and territorial integrity of Libya. It is important to respect the agreements from Berlin, follow the 

road map, go to the elections and fully implement the ceasefire agreement. This was also the 

message delivered to Libyan interlocutors by the HRVP during his visit in Libya last month 

  

Do you think that the current transitional period can be extended? 

The European Union supports all the initiatives to promote the holding of elections and 

encourages the relevant authorities to take all necessary steps to ensure that fair and inclusive 

elections can take place in the agreed time frame. 

As for Tunisia, how do you see the situation in the current period? 

The High Representative visited Tunisia in the middle of September and spoke to 

President Saïed and number of other partners including political parties and civil society. He 

stressed how important is the partnership with Tunisia to the EU and its Member States. Since 

2011 we have been supporting the choice of Tunisian people to build a strong and efficient 

democracy which serves the citizens. We want to continue on this path with Tunisia in the 



 

interest of democracy, stability and prosperity for people of Tunisia. During his talks in Tunis 

Josep Borrell stressed the importance of respecting the democratic framework, preservation of 

the rule of law, the Constitution and the separation of powers. We want to see stable and 

prosperous Tunisia and for that the parliamentary activity needs to resume and stability of 

institutions must be restored. This should be achieved in an open and transparent dialogue, which 

would allow Tunisia to embark again on the path of democratic consolidation. 

  

Morocco and Algeria are important partners of the European Union, can there be room for 

European mediation between the two countries? 
Both countries are important partners and neighbours of the European Union. The future of 

Maghreb will depend on their ability to work on reaching mutual understanding and overcoming 

the current tensions. We hope that a fast and lasting diplomatic solution can be found soon for 

the benefit of the people in both countries and in the interest of the entire region. The European 

union is ready to support these efforts if requested. 

  
 


