
 

 

Good morning,, 
After greetings and much appreciation...  
  
Dear Sir William Charters Patey 
 
Thank you for giving us a chance to conduct this interview on the occasion of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s National Day.  
  
  
Perhaps your Excellency is aware of the deep historical relationship between 
Saudi Arabia and your friendly country, which extends over many decades… 
According to that, we would kindly like to ask your Excellency the following: 
  
  
* How do you evaluate the Kingdom's role in the region and the way their issues 
are handled? 
 
Saudi Arabia as the only Arab member of the G20 and the largest economy in the 
region has a pivotal role in Gulf and Arab affairs.  As Custodians of The Two Holy 
Mosques Saudi Arabia plays a leading role in the OIC and the Islamic World more 
generally.  As Iran has tried to increase its role in the Middle East it has often fallen 
to Saudi Arabia to resist their malign influence whether in Yemen, Syria, Iraq or 
Lebanon.  Politcal turmoil in the Middle east has increased pressure on Saudi 
Arabia particularly has the US has begun pulling back.   In the years ahead Saudi 
Arabia will have to be more self reliant as the US begins to take a less active role 
in thre region. 
  
  
  
* How do you evaluate the Kingdom’s experience in dealing with extremism 
through the Detainee Care Center that is under the leadership of the Saudi Ministry 
of Interior?   
 
Saudi Arabia was a pioneer in establishing a deradicalisation programme to deal 
with extremism amongst a minority of Saudi young men.  By embracing and caring 
for detainees rather than simply locking them up they were able to give young men 
who had been duped into supporting an extremist ideology a second chance.  The 
experience in Saudi Arabia involving as it does the wider community and 
instruction on the true path of Islam may not be transferable to other countries. But 
I know that the UK was keen to learn whatever it could from this programme so 
that we might apply any lessons to our counter extremism strategy. 
  
  
* Your Excellency previously served as an ambassador in troubled countries such 
as Afghanistan, Iraq, and Sudan. In your opinion, what is the best solution to 
achieve stability for these countries?  



 

 

 
My experience of conflict in Sudan, Iraq and Afghanistan is that stability cannot be 
imposed from outside.  Building a stable society after conflict takes time.  It is 
important to build institutions and to focus on anti corruption.  It is my experience 
that once a society lets corruption become the norm it is very difficult to achieve 
progress in developing a country.  A fair justice system in which all the people have 
confidence is essential.  
  
* How would you evaluate your work experience as an ambassador for the British 
Crown in the Kingdom? 
 
I served both as Deputy Ambassador and Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.  It was very different from my other Ambassadorial posts in that I was 
dealing with a well established stable country but also a country going through a 
rapid transition. Unlike Sudan, Iraq and Afghanistan there was no previous colonial 
history just a long established alliance.  Another unique feature was the 
relationship between our two Royal Families which often gave Britain an edge in 
our dealings with Saudi Arabia. My family and I had many wonderful years in the 
enjoying the delights of the desert, the coastal and mountain areas now becoming 
available for foreign tourists to visit.  We made great friends with whom we are still 
in touch.   
  
* Under the 2030 vision for trade and investment, how do you envision the future 
of the relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom? 
 
As Saudi Arabia begins to develop its tourist industry and to diversify away from 
hydrocarbons the UK has a lot of experience to share with the Kingdom.  There 
will be many Britons who have not had the pleasure of working and living Saudi 
Arabia who will be keen to visit the Kingdom for tourism.  I expect the close political, 
economic and security relationship that the UK has enjoyed with the Kingdom over 
the last 75 years to continue.  
  
  
  
* What is your assessment of the Kingdom’s experience in the dialogue between 
the followers of religions and cultures, and its keenness to establish respect and 
coexistence, combat intolerance, and reject hatred? 
  
I think there is a lot of work still to be done.  Saudi Arabia remains the subject of a 
great deal of misunderstanding often associated with religious intolerance.  The 
work that has gone into removing intolerant content from educational material is 
vital.  His Majesty King Abdullah's promotion of a dialogue between religions was 
important and supported in particular by HRH Prince of Wales.  The social reforms 
that have been introduced in recent years such as women driving and ending the 
guardianship rules has gone a long way to changing the image of Saudi Arabia. 
  



 

 

* Do you believe the ongoing reforms and rehabilitation in the Kingdom as well as 
the social and religious openness goes against Saudi Arabia’s position as a symbol 
for Muslims or is it an opportunity to modernize and reform the Islamic religious 
discourse so that the Kingdom will set an example for Muslims worldwide? 
 
Not at all.  The reforms will go a long way to show that all people are respected 
within Islam.  Saudi Arabia as a world leader of the Muslim community has a 
special responsibility to show that the message of extremists like ISIS has no place 
in the modern world and that peoples of different faiths can co exist happily. 
  
  
* How do you see the qualitative leaps achieved by the Kingdom and its position 
in the area, region, and all world? 
 
Saudi Arabia is going through a major transition which will extend beyond 2030 in 
trying to provide an economy that is diverse and a social reform agenda that meets 
the aspirations of its growing number of young people.  The world is changing as 
competition between the US and China begins to dominate global issues.  Saudi 
Arabia a leading Arab, Islamic and Middle Eastern country will continue to face 
challenges in navigating a path that delivers stability and economic prosperity for 
its people. By investing in its young people and giving them the educational 
opportunities to adapt and grow i am confident that the Kingdom will handle these 
challenges.   
  
  
*To conclude, we would like to thank you very much Ambassador Patty for joining 
us in the celebration of the Saudi National Day, and we would like to know what 
this occasion means to you, and what message you would like to send to the Arabs 
on this occasion? 
 
Saudi Arabia's national day has a special meaning for me not only because of the 
bond I feel with the country ( I have lived longer in Saudi Arabia than any other 
country except the UK) but it also happens to be my wedding anniversary!  I send 
all my Saudi friends greetings on this auspicious day and best wishes for the future.   
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