
 

 
In your opinion, why did the Afghan army abandon President Ashraf Ghani? 

ZSA: This is the most puzzling situation. The US and its allies invested so much in 
preparing the Afghan National Army to resist this kind of a takeover of Afghanistan but 
they lacked motivation. This could be because they because of the lack of motivation to 
fight own countrymen or due to frustration linked to the United States’ swift exit. 

How do you read the president's escape despite the Taliban's statements about 
partnership in governance? 

ZSA: It is a trust issue which was also reflected through various recent events since the 
US-Taliban peace deal. This trust deficit between Ashraf Ghani’s government and the 
Taliban was also reflected through various phases of intra-Afghan peace dialogue. 
Ultimately there was no deal reached and the Taliban began taking control of the 
country. 

How will Mr. Abdullah Abdullah, head of the reconciliation committee, deal with the 
Taliban? 

ZSA: For win-win options, one needs to have a bargaining power. Abdullah Abdullah 
doesn’t have any as the Taliban have taken over the country. I don’t see him gaining 
much through negotiations with the Taliban leaders in Doha. 

Do you expect the Taliban to call for elections? 

ZSA: They have their own system of governance. I don’t recall them holding any internal 
elections involving all its members to elect their leaders and considering that don’t see 
them democratizing as the world would hope. 

The movement has several leaders. Who do you think will take over? 

ZSA; Very likely Abdul Ghani Baradar. 

Why did Western intelligence fail to correctly estimate the size of the Taliban's force? 

ZSA; Hard to believe they couldn’t predict all this. It was very predictable that the 
Taliban would benefit from the international troop withdrawal. What they couldn’t 
however predict was that the Afghan National Army wouldn’t fight. 

How do you see the scenes that took place at Kabul airport for the evacuations? 

ZSA: Very sad indeed. Thousands wanted to catch a flight to reach safety. The 
government officials and the international community just focused on their security and 
not that of the people of Afghanistan. Ashraf Ghani and his Vice President took a flight 
to Tajikistan. There was a lot of pressure on the US and other of its allies, such as 
Australia and the UK, to at least rescue people who worked with their armed forces in 
Afghanistan. Those people include hundreds if not thousands of interpreters. Most of 
them are left behind in Afghanistan. 



 

In your opinion, how will the Taliban lead Afghanistan during the coming period? 

ZSA: So far they are opting for a peaceful transition and even allowed US and its allies 
to withdraw their people from Afghanistan. It is however a difficult question because no 
one can really predict whether the Taliban have changed or not. If they act in the 
manner in which they did during the 1990s then we will see human rights violations 
affecting religious and sectarian minorities, and women. 

Will the Afghan citizen be in danger under Taliban rule? 

ZSA: So far thousands have been displaced and likely hundreds killed. The Taliban are 
claiming that they wouldn’t harm but who can trust them that easily. They will have to 
demonstrate that they have changed. As they seek domestic and international 
legitimacy, it is expected that they wouldn’t have Afghan civilians at this stage. 

How will the international community deal with the Taliban's control of Afghanistan? 

ZSA: Many haven’t said much at this stage. For some its is clear as they have kept their 
diplomatic missions open in Afghanistan, such as Russia, China and Pakistan. This 
shows that they want to work with the Taliban. 

Do you think that the movement will enter into clashes with the Shiite currents in the 
country? 

ZSA: Many had predicted a Shi’as militia resistance to the Taliban’s expansion but that 
didn’t happen. It seems that the Taliban’s relationship with Iran will be a key factor in 
this regard. Unlike the past, the Taliban now maintain a close relationship with Tehran. 

What is the expected US role during the next stage? 

ZSA: the manner in which they have left Afghanistan, I don’t think so anyone is 
expecting anything from the US now. As per the peace deal, the US has recognized the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. 

How do you see the positions of neighboring countries? 

ZSA: All neighbours wanted the US troops withdrawal and that also meant the revival of 
the Taliban regime. Now that that has happen, they all will find ways for a deeper 
engagement with the Taliban. For Pakistan, there are big gains from its continuous 
support of the Taliban as that would result in India’s exit from Afghanistan. Like in the 
1990s, India has closed its diplomatic missions in Afghanistan. 

Do you think that Afghanistan will turn into a hotbed for jihadists around the world? 

ZSA: It might and it might not be. Two key players and allies, China and Pakistan, will 
keep pressurizing the Taliban to address this challenge. This ultimately means that the 
Taliban will have to take actions against the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and East 
Turkistan Islamic Movement. Some countries were already supportive of the Taliban’s 
offensive against Islamic State. 



 

How will the movement deal with the Islamic movements in Pakistan specifically? 

ZSA: The establishment of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will likely motivate 
Islamists in Pakistan. considering the political dynamics of Pakistan however I don’t see 
Islamic movements in Pakistan gaining much in terms of their political success. A key 
factor in this is the Islamists’ political success in Pakistan which has remained marginal 
in recent decades. 

  
 


