
 

 

After 20 years of waging the war against Taliban in 2001, the U.S. President talks 

about negotiations with Taliban. Do you think the American decision of war was 

a mistake? 

-  

- I don’t think it was a mistake to go in; there was a lot of support from the 

international community at the time, including the OIC and a lot of different 

Muslim countries, but the mistakes came very quickly after the invasion and 

the biggest mistake I think was at the end of 2001 when Hamid Karzai 

negotiated the surrender of the Taliban and wanted to have a peace 

conference to make peace with the Taliban and he was told by Donald 

Rumsfeld, who was the US Secretary of Defense: “we don’t negotiate with 

the Taliban, we don’t talk to terrorists” and as a result there never was a 

peace conference in 2001 there was no basis to make peace because the 

Taliban melted away. Eventually they came back and they regenerated, and 

I think that is a very important lesson for now to realize that you can’t just 

ignore a defeated enemy, you actually have to negotiate for peace if you 

want to have sustainable peace.  

 

The former President of Afghanistan Hamid Karazai declared in a video with his 

family that he will not leave Afghanistan, do you think that he might play a role 

in the days to come? 

- He and very senior members of the Afghan community have been involved 

in negotiating with Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and some of the other 

Taliban leaders – and I believe there are negotiations happening right now – 

to decide on a transitional or an interim government. So I think people are 

waiting now to see what happens out of those negotiations. I don’t think 

Hamid Karzai is in physical danger; he’s related to Mullah Baradar, they’ve 

known each other for a long time, they’ve saved each other in the past, so I 

don’t think he is in danger of death. 

 

 

 



 

 

How about Ashraf Ghani? 

-  I think Ashraf Ghani would’ve been if he’d have stayed, but he’s now in the 

UAE as you know. I think they’ve been very clear for years that they would 

not negotiate with any government that had Ashraf Ghani in it, and Ashraf is 

now in the UAE, so I think he’s out of the picture, and frankly if I were him, I 

wouldn’t necessarily want to go back. So I think it’s probably going to be a 

new government that doesn’t include Ashraf Ghani.  

 

From your point of view, why does The American President, Joe Biden refuse 

to admit that the U.S. decision to leave Afghanistan, the decision which urged 

the other allies to leave, was a mistake? Do you think that he doesn’t consider 

Taliban’s coming back a problem? 

- He is a very old man, I’m not a hundred percent sure that he really 

understands what’s happening, and for US political reasons he’s not going to 

be able to admit any mistakes because his adversaries in the US system, the 

Republicans, will just jump on that and use it to punish him in the next 

elections. So I think we’re not going to see any honest statement from 

President Biden where he accepts any responsibility and his administration 

right now is claiming that they think everything is fine and there aren’t any 

problems, and of course we know that’s not true. Frankly, I wouldn’t be 

expecting him to admit any problems at any point.  

 

Most likely, it seems that Biden had acted unilaterally and didn’t consult his allies 

about leaving Afghanistan, Angela Merkel, The German chancellor, has 

mentioned some domestic reasons in U.S. that lead to this withdraw, do you 

think that the relationship between the U.S. and her allies will be affected after 

this decision and its repercussions? Will dispute appear between Washington and 

its allies over the strategy of dealing with Taliban? 

- It’s a little bit too early to tell, and I don’t know whether there will be a formal 

split between, say like in NATO, but certainly the British, the French, and 

German politicians and probably others have expressed dismay about not 

being consulted by the US and about the US acting unilaterally and these are 



 

 

all leaders who were very unhappy with President Trump for being unilateral 

and doing things without consultation, and now President Biden, who they 

thought was going to be a lot better, has done the same thing. So I think a 

lot of allies are questioning how reliable and how dependable the United 

States is and thinking more about of acting independently and more self- 

assertively on their own. Frankly I don’t think that’s a bad thing, because the 

US has been wanting its allies to be more assertive and active, but I don’t 

think they would’ve wanted it to happen because of something like this.  

 

 

But there are different opinions that have emerged from the leaders of the 

European countries regarding dealing with Taliban, in a way that may contradicts 

the official stated vision of the united states at least? 

- Again, I don’t know yet, I think it’s a little bit too early to tell. I would also say 

it has been very embarrassing for the Americans, how badly the evacuation 

has gone so far; they supposedly have two more weeks to run that 

evacuation, and I think that how the next two weeks goes is going to really 

affect how countries like France and Germany and the UK think about the 

United States. If it continues to go as badly as it has been going it’s going to 

be a real problem, but if they manage to fix it, I think it could improve the 

situation.  

 

To what extent do you think that the popularity of the U.S. President has been 

affected by this decision? And what are its repercussions inside the United 

States? 

- I think a lot of Americans did not really care about Afghanistan; it was very 

low down on people’s list of priorities, and I think President Biden 

interpreted that – and President Trump as well – as a green light to just leave, 

but I suspect that when Americans see how badly it has gone, and they see 

the images of Afghans getting crushed in the wheel well of an aircraft, and 

falling from an aircraft, and getting slaughtered in the streets outside the 

airport, I think that is going to be very negative for President Biden. I mean, 



 

 

just because people thought it was okay to leave, doesn’t mean they thought 

that this type of disaster would be acceptable. I think the way that we’re 

leaving is going to create problems for him even if the fact of leaving isn’t a 

problem. So I do think it’s going to hurt his approval ratings in the American 

public. 

 

Some do compare the defeat of the United States in Vietnam to the scene in 

Afghanistan, do you think this comparison is really fair? 

- Yes, I think it is a fair comparison, although I would say that the departure 

from Vietnam was actually pretty much better run than this one. They did a 

much better job getting out of Vietnam than what we’re seeing here; they 

sequenced it over a number of years, they eventually evacuated 1.4 million 

Vietnamese, they resettled them all over the world, they managed to save a 

very large number of people. The withdrawal in Vietnam went badly for the 

last day or so, but they had been running it for quite some time and improved 

it significantly. That’s one reason why in reality, it was better; the other big 

reason is now we have social media. Now we have everybody with cellphone 

cameras: imagine if someone had recorded the departure form Saigon in 

intimate detail on YouTube, Whatsapp and Twitter, it would have looked 

even worse. So I think this is going to be worse in terms of perception, as well 

as being worse in reality.  

 

What is the impact of Taliban acquisition of the Afghan army weapons on its 

military power during the coming period of time? 

- Yes, taking the American weapons and vehicles gave them a significant 

advantage, and they have grown significantly. Also, some local Afghan 

commanders changed sides to join the Taliban. I don’t know right now 

exactly how big the forces on the ground are, but I think it’s true that they 

are going to struggle to secure all of the cities, and also hold the country side. 

They are already getting protests against them in Jalal Abad, Khost, 

Asadabad, and Kabul and I don’t think they are going to be able to have a 

token force in the cities and keep control. There’s also going to be a big 



 

 

problem for the Taliban in the cities in terms of security, and they’re going 

to have to put a lot of effort into doing that. 

 

What are the problems that may be faced from your point of view? 

-  The other thing is the Panjshir Valley north of Kabul: there is a whole pocket 

of rebels – a rebel bastion that wants to keep fighting – created by vice 

president Amrullah Saleh, and the Massud family and their allies. So the 

Taliban are going to have very significant security issues that has to be 

managed, and I suspect that even though they are bigger, and they have a 

lot more equipment now, they are still going to struggle. I think the Taliban 

leadership, the Senior Taliban, want to have a smooth withdrawal of the 

Americans, with the departure of any Afghans that wouldn’t be able to be in 

a new Taliban dominated Afghanistan, such as former Intelligence Service 

and members of the government. Publically, the big Taliban are saying they 

don’t want to fight the Americans, they just want people to leave. At the 

more Junior level, there has been some taking of revenge on people, there 

has been executions, the Taliban checkpoints around the airport are actually 

preventing people from getting into the airport which is creating a blockage, 

and very large numbers of people aren’t actually making it out of the airport. 

Something has to change: either the Seniors of the Taliban are going to tell 

their juniors to back away from the airport and allow it to function, or the US 

forces that are on the airfield are going to have to come out and push the 

Taliban back to make it work. So I think there is a risk of a clash between the 

Taliban and the forces in the airport, but I don’t think that’s what the Taliban 

leaders want; they would like this to be peaceful and as quick as possible.  

 

Is it possible for Washington to play a political role inside Afghanistan in the 

coming days? 

- Yes, I would be very surprised if the US plays a significant role in 

Afghanistan’s politics going forward, except maybe as a spoiler. For example, 

the US might decide to support the Massuds, or Amrullah, or the remnants 

of the old regime, and then it could look a bit like Syria; but we have no 



 

 

indications that they are planning to do that; its complete chaos in both 

Washington and Afghanistan. When the dust settles a little bit and we see 

what their pose is I think they are either going to play no role, or they might 

indirectly play a constructive role through the UN or other agencies, or they 

are going to play a negative role by backing the Massuds and Amrullah. 

However, I’m not saying it would be bad to back the Massuds, I’m just saying 

that we don’t know what they are going to do yet.  

 

So which International parties may play a role in the coming period? 

 

- It is very likely that Russia and China would step forward into the vacuum 

that has been created by the US. The Russians have kept their embassy open, 

so have the Chinese, and they are the only two major foreign embassies still 

working in Kabul. The Russians said they are watching the Taliban very 

closely, and if they show that they are responsible, Russia would consider 

recognizing the new government. In other words, they are trying to apply 

some political leverage by saying the new government needs to be moderate 

and needs to be part of an international system to recognized. The Chinese 

have taken a different approach: they had a meeting in late July at Tianjin 

between Wang Yi (China’s Foreign Minister) and the Senior Taliban; they 

publicized the meeting, which is something they have never done before, 

and I think the Chinese have almost de facto already recognized the Taliban, 

and what they are to do now is to incorporate Afghanistan into the Belt and 

Road Initiative through Pakistan and Iran to connect Afghanistan into a 

regional economic system that is dominated by China. Thus, I think the 

Russians are trying to create political leverage, the Chinese are trying to 

create economic leverage and I think it is quite possible they will become the 

new dominant partners to the new Afghan government. On another note, 

since China is so friendly with Pakistan, you could also see a much better 

relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan in the future.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

How do you see the Iranian stance? 

- Iran is looking very closely at what is going on. Iran thinks of itself as the 

protector of the Hazara, the Shia population – there’s about 4 million of them 

– and I think that is going to be an area that Iran will show a great interest in. 

Also, Iran believes that the city of Herat, and many of those cities, are 

gateways to Iran and the Western part of the country is going to be a very 

strong focus of Iran. Iran has been worried in the past about drug smuggling 

from Afghanistan, and I think they are still worried about that, so I think the 

Iranians will have a number of requests from the Taliban. The other thing is 

that Iran now has a 25-year economic insecurity treaty with China and it will 

be a key player in any Chinese attempts to create the Belt and Road through 

Afghanistan. So I think there will be definitely some talk with the regime and 

there will be scenarios where they will disagree or where there are concerns, 

and then there’s possibly some areas where they would want to cooperate. 

 

How about Turkey? 

-  Likewise, the Turks have a protective view of the Turkmens in Afghanistan, 

and the Pashai and some other groups in the East, which is why the Turkish 

government would want to exercise some influence in Afghanistan. The 

Turks have said they would stay at Hamed Karzai airport; they have a military 

contingent there and they’ve promised to stay in place to protect the airport 

after the US leaves. I’m not sure that promise will hold because of the change 

in the situation, but we’ll see what happens. Erdogan has already welcomed 

the new regime, and said that they have concerns but they want to figure 

out how they want to work together. So I think we’re going to see Turkey 

remain engaged, along with Iran, Russia, and China; but most of the Western 

countries will try to extract people and then be focused on the problem of 

absorbing all those refugees for the next few years.   

 

-  



 

 

 

Taliban has issued official statements about the role of women and other issues, 

do you think they are serious in adopting a new political approach? 

- Again, we don’t really know yet because it’s still too early, but the Taliban 

have made a number of official statements about women, an inclusive 

government, and minority groups and so on. I think they are sincerely aware 

that they need to govern in a different way than in the 1990s. I think they do 

want international assistance, they want investment and trade, and they 

don’t want to be a pariah state like they were in the 1990s, which I think is 

going to encourage them to continue to be more inclusive and open. 

However, I think local Taliban commanders and mid-ranking ranking people 

are going to have very harsh, conservative view on some of the religious 

questions, and I think you could find a bit of a disconnect between local 

Taliban and the Central Taliban which would create some opportunities for 

them to deny things their people would do.  

 

 

How about government institutions and agencies that has been operating for the 

last two decades? 

- So far, the Taliban have said than anybody that wants to remain in their job 

like civil  servants can do so, they have actually asked for government officials 

to come back to work. Many people are suspicious about that, and are 

worried that they are going to be killed by the Taliban. The Taliban have 

executed some people in Kandahar and elsewhere who were former 

government; there are some categories like Intelligence Service, Special 

Forces, close members of the Ghani group that I don’t think will survive if the 

Taliban get a hold of them. However, I think for a lot of people, it is going to 

be a matter of waiting and seeing if the Taliban are serious about not seeking 

revenge, or whether they are just waiting. One of the rumors that is going 

around Kabul now, is that the Taliban are waiting till the Massud brothers 

are crushed in the Panjshir, and that’s why they are being gentle, but once 

they have crushed the Panjshit then they would turn on all the other people 



 

 

they want revenge from. This shows how paranoid people are and how 

suspicious they are of the Taliban in the Government. 

 

Do you think that the rise of Taliban in Afghanistan will entice extremist 

movements around the world? 

 

- Yes, I do. There are two ways that this could happen: 

One way is that the Taliban doesn’t follow the agreement and they do 

partner with Al Qaeda, and they do sponsor attacks elsewhere, which I think 

is less likely. What I think is actually more likely is that this would be a massive 

morale boost for every other group on the planet, and we’re going to see 

lots of other groups in Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia start to be 

motivated and more active since they’ll see how the “little” Taliban 

persisted, believed, and survived the US trying to beat them into submission 

for 20 years, and have now defeated the super power. I think it will be a little 

more similar to what we saw when Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi declared the Khilafa 

in Mosul in 2014 and a lot of people who weren’t connected to Daesh 

decided to do more terrorism for the next seven years. So I think we will get 

a similar effect this time, like a global boost of terrorism for everybody.  

 

 

 

 

   


