
 

There will never be peace in the Middle East  

until the Palestinian question is resolved. 

By Dennis Sammut 

 

The events in Jerusalem in the last days were a sharp reminder to everyone that peace in the 

Middle East remains a distant ambition. It was only a question of time before the local 

protests around the Al Aqsa Mosque compound turned into violence which soon escalated 

and spread to other parts of Israel/Palestine. There is even the risk that it may escalate 

further. 

The Palestinian question remains unresolved, and for as long as that is the case hopes for 

peace in the Middle East remain wishful thinking. A whole nation, dislodged, displaced and 

disillusioned is not going to evaporate in thin air. It may be subdued for a while, appeased for 

a while more, but in the end, the anger, the frustration, and the disillusionment always comes 

to the surface. In the latest rendition the process was given a nudge by the embattled Israeli 

Prime Minister, Benyamin Netanyahu and his misjudged policy of pushing with demographic 

changes aimed at squeezing the Palestinians from the few areas and quarters to which they 

have been pushed over the past seven decades. That the squeezing this time took place in 

Jerusalem, around the Sheikh Jarrah area where Palestinians face eviction by Israeli settlers, 

and this in the middle of the month of Ramadan, was an act of brazen arrogance on the part 

of the Israeli prime minister, whose mantra seems to be “I have the power and might, so I will 

do”. It was wrong, it had consequences that were predictable, and it must stop.  

The present moment of crisis will pass, and the chancelleries of the world powers will shift 

their attention to whatever happens to be the next flavour of the month: the South China 

Sea, the Sahel, the Arctic. But the Palestinian question is not going to go away unless it is 

resolved. 

The solution is on the table, and has been on the table for a long time. It is the two state 

solution based on a viable – even if fragmented – Palestinian state,  with East Jerusalem as its 

capital. The Palestinians will accept no less, and the Israelis will accept no more, despite the 

fact that there are many other variants of solutions floating around, and have been for many 

years. The problem is how to get the two state solution accepted, and in particular how to 

get the majority of Israelis to accept this, and an Israeli government that is ready to deliver it. 

Some have hope that Mr Netanyahu’s days are numbered. He is a survivor, so that may not 

be the case, and in any case it is unlikely his successor will be much different. There is in Israel 

a strong, vocal and persistent peace movement, but it remains largely marginalised. They 

remain pivotal if any shift in Israeli policy is to be achieved. 

Some argue that as Israel matures as a state – it has only existed in modern times since 1948 

– and as it becomes more confidant based on its success as a country, it would be easier for 

it to accept the two state solution. An independent Palestine will not be in a position to pose 

an existential threat to Israel for generations, if ever.  



 

There is however a counter argument which says that Israel now feels so secure, and has 

managed its relations with the international community and the wider Arab world so cleverly, 

that the Palestinian issue has now been reduced to a nuisance factor rather than a threat, and 

can therefore be managed without Israel having to pay the price of accepting Palestinian 

statehood. 

The international community appears to be at a loss in deciding which of these two scenarios 

is playing out. 

In the meantime, never has there been a need for a wise Palestinian leadership more than 

now. This leadership must however also be legitimate. Despite the present crisis the 

Palestinians need to push ahead with elections as soon as possible, and the full weight of the 

international community must rest on Israel to ensure that it does not disrupt the process. 

There must then be a concerted effort by the international community to resume the peace 

process. The Biden White House appears to be determined not to repeat the mistakes of the 

previous Trump administration, which had emboldened Natanyahu as he pursued his more 

radical approach. However most US administrations lacked the political stamina and 

determination to push through a Middle East peace deal. This one does not appear to be any 

different, and expectations from the US need to be modest. The European Union and its 

member states are consistent in supporting the two state solution, but often appear to lack 

the ability to influence the sides in moving in this direction. It is also difficult to see them 

taking the lead at the moment. 

But there are now others whose voice Israel may need to listen to. The number of Arab 

countries who have normalised relations with Israel remains small, but for Israel they are 

hugely important. They now need to weigh in to push Israel to the negotiating table again. 

Other Arab countries who have not normalised relations with Israel may be well placed to 

influence the Palestinians into rational rather than emotional actions, and to ensure that the 

present crisis deescalates quickly. 

The Palestinian question is one of the most difficult challenges for international peace and 

security of our times. There are no easy or quick solutions. But those who can influence the 

process in the right direction need to do so now. Any talk of peace in the Middle East will have 

to remain wishful thinking otherwise. 
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