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“Wealth is not money. Wealth lies in men.  This is where true power lies, the power 
we value. This is what has convinced us to direct all our resources to building the 
individual, and to using wealth which God has provided us in the service of the 
nation.”  Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
 

This is one of my very favorite Shaikh Zayed quotes because I think it explains in a few words his 
vision for the UAE and why this country is unique in so many ways.  I had the honor and great 
fortune of meeting HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan during my assignment as the American 
Ambassador to the UAE.  Even at his advanced age, his demeanor was that of a great statesman 

with a strategic vision for his nation and a firm belief in the importance of developing the human 
spirit, promoting tolerance and encouraging consensus.   
 

 
 
The year 2020 has been a difficult year for the entire world as countries struggle with the 
Coronavirus that has taken the lives of many and severely damaged the global economy.  The 

UAE’s effective response to COVID 19 has been strong and unified throughout the Emirates with 
rapid testing, treatment and mandated protections to minimize the impact of the pandemic. 
 

As we celebrate the 49th birthday of the federation of the United Arab Emirates, it is important to 
look at some of the key factors that have made this country stand out as a positive model for the 
region and beyond.  

 
Tolerance, Unity and Consensus:  The UAE has built a tradition that started from its founding to 
the present that promotes the principals of tolerance, unity and consensus.  Tolerance, to ensure 

that everyone who lives and works in the UAE, regardless of nationality, race, religion or gender, 
is respected and supported by the community at large.  Unity, because it strengthens the 
federation which is essential for the UAE’s national security and development.  Consensus, to 

make sure Emirati citizens have a personal stake and a role to play in their community as well as 
the future development of the country.   
 



The recently concluded Abraham Accords & the planned Abrahamic Family House center 
demonstrate the UAE’s longstanding dedication to the concepts of tolerance and goodwill.   The 

Abrahamic Family home will soon be a prominent, visible message of mutual understanding, 
coexistence and peaceful relations among people of all faiths. It will include a mosque, church, 
synagogue and an educational center located on Saadiyat Island, which is the cultural hub of 

Abu Dhabi.  The recently concluded Abraham accords between the UAE and Israel established 
diplomatic relations and full normalization between the two countries.  This accord will lower 
tensions and hopefully create a new energy for positive change in the environment of the 

region from one of conflict to one of increased stability. 
 

   
 

Empowering the Next Generation:  Investing in its human resources has been the top priority 
for the UAE from Shaikh Zayed’s time to today’s dynamic, visionary leaders of the country.  For 
the ninth year running, the 2020 Arab Youth Survey shows that the UAE is the top country 

choice Arab youth would most like to live in and the one they would like to see emulated by 
their country.  One only needs to look at the many successful initiatives such as the Hope Probe 
to Mars, that inspired and captured the imagination of young Arabs everywhere, to understand 
the importance of investing in education, innovation, new technology and entrepreneurship.   

 
Women in the UAE:  The UAE is ranked as the leading country in in gender equality in the 
Middle East.   Emirati women comprise 50% of the Federal National council, 20% of the 

diplomatic corps and hold two thirds of public sector jobs.  They participate actively in the 
private sector and represent the highest number of women on Forbes' 100 Most Powerful Arab 
Businesswomen in 2020 with 23 Emirati women on the list. An amazing achievement for a 

country with a small Emirati population of 1.5 Million.   
 
As the first American woman Ambassador to the UAE, I was fortunate and honored to have the 

opportunity to get to know HH Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak al Ketbi.  The role she played from 
the time of the inception of the federation to the present is most visible when we look at the 
progress achieved by Emirati women today.   HH Sheikha Fatima promoted policies to ensure 

that women - who make up half of the country’s population - would benefit from,  and also be 
in a position to contribute to, the development of the UAE.   
 

 
 
US-UAE Ties:  As the former Ambassador to the UAE, I am very proud of the relationship 
between our two countries and honored that I had the opportunity to contribute to 



strengthening the ties between us.  The UAE and the United States have enjoyed a strong 
partnership for decades that spans from culture and education, to trade, security and defense 

cooperation.  We have shared initiatives in health and education from the Cleveland Clinic to 
NYU Abu Dhabi and the Leadership program at Harvard’s Kennedy school.  In our joint effort to 
counter violent extremism, we work together at Hedayah and the Sawab Center.  The Emirates 

Mars Mission brought our scientists together to develop the first Arab probe staffed with over 
200 Emirati engineers.   
 

Our relationship with the UAE has developed over the past two decades to be one of the very 
special bilateral relationships we enjoy worldwide.  In addition to the strong ties between our 
two governments, today the very deep bonds between the peoples of the United States and the 

UAE are the underlying engine that ensure the longevity of our partnership and friendship.   
 
In closing, I would like to express my very warm and sincere congratulations to the all the 

citizens of the UAE on the occasion of their 49th National Day.   
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