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Ten days more and the complete lockdown on Italy will be over. We will be able to circulate more and 

many companies and shops will reopen, albeit gradually and with strict safety measures.  

Still very uncertain is the destiny of museums, movie theaters, concerts, book exhibitions, and so on. 

These places will probably be the last to open, due to the high concentration of people together that is 

almost unavoidable. Almost.  

Now that we are about to be done with staying home, I started to imagine how my last few weeks 

would have been without books, movies, music, and my beloved mandalas.  

Of course, visiting a museum is not as essential as getting grocery and going to a concert can wait a long 

time if companies are closed and people do not have the money for more crucial activities. This is crystal 

clear.  

At the same time, there is no need to treat art as a completely expendable good and as something we 

can easily give up on: How would our quarantine have been without literature, television, comics, and 

movies? 

Italy has the most UNESCO World Heritage Sites of any country in the world. In 2016, we listed 4,158 

museums, 282 archeological areas, and 536 major monuments.  

Are we sure that all this can wait?  

 

This is a great chance not to give up. The measures that we will have to respect to fight the spread of the 

virus will obviously limit our consumption of art, but we have the opportunity to rethink about it, to 

create new ways to enjoy it.  

 

A few days ago, a number of regions reopened bookstores: not a groundbreaking measure, right? Well, I 

think people need symbolical measures every now and then, decisions that let us hope for something 

more than going to the supermarket and to the pharmacy in our near future.   

Art is not an existential priority, I get it, but it is undoubtedly a spiritual and psychological one, in Italy 

and elsewhere.  

The world is experiencing a time of sacrifice, and making sacrifices is what nations were called to.  

Soon, a new phase will start, when nations will be called not to settle for anything less than the best 

they can create in the given circumstances.  

 

 

 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-with-the-most-unesco-world-heritage-sites.html

