
 

Diary from Quarantine – 25 – Geography of a home  

Sara Brzuszkiewicz  

April 13 

“We miss the smiles of our families, the hugs of our friends, the beautiful traditions of our towns, the 

handshakes in churches, squares, and cafés. The sacrifices that all of us make on this important Sunday 

are gestures of authentic affection to what really matters, which we will be able to get back soon”.  

With these words, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte talked to Italians yesterday, on Easter day. 

We do miss all this and much more indeed, but meantime, on my 37th day of “official” quarantine (in this 

region we started to stay home as much as we could even earlier), I am noticing that I have been 

developing a sort of new geography of my house.  

In normal circumstances, humans tend to experience their houses in a holistic way and they look at 

them as a whole. Of course, we do have different areas that we use in different ways, but borders within 

the house are not so important.  

 

During quarantine, on the contrary, the house is the only place we can stay in, so the relationship with 

space changes significantly and we attribute new meanings to every area.  

Internal borders became important: borders between the desk where I work and the couch where I rest 

and borders between different phases of the day.  

Depending on the way you are undergoing this lockdown, the composition of your family, and the 

characteristics of your house, you might start caring more about borders between your personal space 

and the space that the entire family occupies and uses, you might struggle to create a new space that 

children can enjoy during the lockdown, or you might rediscover the role of your long-neglected garden 

or terrace.  

 

Breaking up reality in smaller pieces and attributing functions and meanings to each of them is 

something that humans do in order to create new mental maps and coordinates whenever they feel 

lost.  

As if we were from Lilliput, the island of the tiny people in Gulliver’s Travels, our homes start to coincide 

with our entire horizon, and our resilient minds act accordingly.  
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https://www.ilmessaggero.it/politica/coronavirus_conte_auguri_pasqua_news_ultime_notizie-5167848.html

