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Here we go again. Yesterday we got to know that the Italian government will extend the total lockdown 

for at least three weeks more, until May 3.  

Only a few exceptions are envisioned, concerning some industries – provided they can guarantee the 

right safety measures for all their workers.  

 

I am fine with this decision: anything that can contribute to create a better scenario later should be 

welcomed now. At the same time, this means we are going to spend Easter, April 25 (the Liberation 

Day), and May 1 (the International Workers Day) in lockdown, far from our beloved ones.  

For many different reasons, these three days are extremely important in the Italian social fabric, and all 

of them always imply close social interactions with Easter family lunches, outdoor barbecues on the 

Monday after Easter, concerts and celebrations on April 25 and May 1. 

 

The slow decrease in the number of new Covid cases led us to think that the quarantine would have 

finished earlier. On the contrary, the Scientific Committee was very clear: the improvements that we are 

seeing are minimal, they are not enough to end the quarantine, and reopening businesses and letting 

people out could mean a new spike in contagions.  

 

18,279: these are the Covid-19 confirmed deaths in Italy (April 9).  

Now, however, it is almost impossible to know the real number of victims: people who did not get 

tested or those who die alone at home or in nursing homes do not show in the statistics.  

Experts warn that in some northern towns, the actual numbers are probably 10 times higher than the 

official ones.  

In order to have a realistic estimate, some local journalists compared the number of deaths in my city in 

the same time of the year in 2019 and in 2020: between March 30 and April 4, 2019, 15 people had 

died. Between March 30 and April 4, 2020, 63 people did.  

Obviously, some of them might have died for causes that were unrelated to coronavirus, but the surge is 

too suspicious not to connect it to the epidemic.  

We will stay at home: it is not a big deal. We just hope this will help this nightmare to stop.  


