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I wake up to another COVID-19 update sent through E-Mail by the University of 

Illinois president, chancellor, and vice-chancellor; all the big names. Now I would 

be excited, if I hadn’t been fooled four times beforehand with E-Mails that took a 

grand posture and looked as though it would carry the message all of us had been 

waiting for, only to be immensely disappointed to find the casual common 

weightless phrases reiterating the importance of social distancing, handling online 

courses, “collaborating as one community”, “this is an unprecedented time”, ad 

infinitum.  

And what a surprise this one was; it was precisely the same thing, with no news 

regarding the future of our courses, evaluation, and GPA. At this point I had sent 

the E-Mail emphasizing the absolute necessity of scrapping the GPA point system 

for this semester about four days prior, I may be mistaken because I had lost count 

of the days at this point. I of course use this sarcastic tone in jest, but quite frankly, 

this one did sting, and I was not as rigid with my expectations as I present myself 

to be while writing this and had a dash of hope sneaking through me as I opened 

the E-Mail.  

But then my friend Sam, my dear friend Sam, informs the entire class during our 

online session, in the Zoom classroom “chat-box”, that something big just 

happened. The news is immediately echoed by everybody, and before I could sense 

what it was, I checked my E-Mail and saw it. “COVID-19: New CR/NC Policy ..” and 

I stopped reading there. They’d actually done it; an option was added to switch any 

course into Credit/ No Credit (equivalent to Pass/ Fail). I cannot possibly overstate 

how massive a shift this is, and how defining variable it is in determining my quality 

of life for the remainder of my time here. I flatter myself quite a bit as the day 

progresses telling myself, jokingly of course, that my E-Mail was the primary cause 

of this shift, especially as I had received a reply from administration shortly after 

the announcement thanking me for voicing my concern. However, in a much more 



 

 

serious manner, I spend a good portion of the day thanking organized groups on 

campus that advocated and petitioned for this change, pressuring the university to 

effect it. Wonderful news to ease the restless anxiety of the past few days. 


