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I was angry enough to write a long, long -Email draft today. As I write this reflection, 

I have not sent it out yet, but I will very soon. I sat down and thought about the 

current situation we face, as students, and as general members of the university’s 

community, and recognized that something was deeply, deeply flawed with the 

way classes are planned to continue operating. And it infuriated me further 

because it made me realize how disposable some individuals in our community are 

viewed, and how much of an afterthought they are to the university. COVID-19 has 

unemployed so many of my fellow students, many of whom are low-income and 

depended on several campus and off-campus jobs, almost all of which have now 

shut down, to survive, and many of whom have been pushed into food insecurity 

territory or already were there and now face it to an even more severe degree. I 

recently heard the news stemming from Emory University, Boston University, and 

Northeastern University, all of whom, to varying degrees, have committed to 

ending the academic semester’s evaluation component (meaning that class grading 

has been stripped away, but classes are still ongoing), and have offered financial 

assistance to low income students and even committed to providing their full 

financial-aid packages early to cover for sudden costs that this pandemic has 

accrued onto them. This is the only valid response to the pandemic, and a model 

that every university must follow. Distance learning is an inspiring initiative with 

infinite potential; however, on one level, students have not even consented to sign 

up for 7 different online classes, which are likely to have an entire set of logistical 

issues and dysfunctionalities that prop up uncontrollably along the way; on another 

level, the grading system used in face-to-face learning is absolutely incompatible 

with distance learning. I am almost finished with the draft of the E-Mail, which I will 

be sending to the President, Vice-President, and Chancellor, suggesting that any 

effect this semester will have on any student’s GPA will be unjust and unreflective 

of their true academic performance, especially in the abnormal as well as extremely 

widely varying environments different students now find themselves in. Moreover, 



 

 

I will be mentioning the necessity of aiding low-income students at their current 

and most vulnerable period, as a public institution committed to them throughout 

the academic year. 


