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Dear readers, yesterday Italy went to sleep with the first, microscopic sign of hope in weeks.  

Amid the tragedy of this outbreak, we see signs of hope in 651 new virus deaths, as they edged down 

from the previous day’s world record (793) and the contagion rates slowed.  

 

It is obviously too early to claim victory, as the positive signs are yet to be confirmed by a trend of more 

than one day.  

However, what this drop of optimism made me think, is that Italy must now forgive itself for the initial 

underestimation of the threat and other countries – those where the situation is still not so critical - 

must learn once and for all to avoid the same underestimation.  

 

It is not the time for arguments and accusations. It is the time for forgiving and learning.  

 

 

 
Duomo Square in Milan a few days before the beginning of lockdown 

 
The same square, finally empty when people understood the magnitude of the threat 



 

At the end of February, the leader of Democratic Party Nicola Zingaretti had a public aperitif with 

students in Milan, in order to show that that “there was nothing to worry about”. He actually tested 

positive for coronavirus a few days later.  

On March 3, bars in San Marco square in Venice offered free spritz, the local drink, in an effort to attract 

clients.  

Even me, I claim to have a good awareness of the situation, but when people were starting to avoid 

gatherings, I still thought that going for long walks in the park was not going to be that bad.  

I was wrong. Social distancing must be respected with as few exceptions as possible.  

 

We were thrown in front of a new virus, a sort of horror game in which we did not know the rules. 

Therefore, it is quite normal that people’s understanding grew gradually, day by day.  

It is time to forgive ourselves and move on, now that we finally understood how crucial the lockdown is 

to limit the spread of the monster.  

 

In the last few days, dozens of Italians recorded videos figuratively talking to “themselves of 10 days 

before”, telling them not to underestimate it, not to believe “it’s just flu”.  

 

It was a message to the rest of the world: together with China, we soon became the frontline of the 

fight. We did not have time to get ready. Friends, do not do our same mistake. Stay home.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMY0-4p9P-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMY0-4p9P-M

