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Tonight in Italy we will almost certainly overcome the threshold of 100,000 contagions.  

It is worth reminding that the technical report of March 10 forecasted the peak in the country around 

March 18, which was not the case. The virus is more persistent than what we thought.  

On a positive note, the growth rate is constantly decreasing now: in other words, thousands of people 

still get infected every day, but at a slower pace.  

Amid this crisis, Italian intelligence warned the government of the risks of riots and social tensions, 

especially in the south, where unrest could be fomented by organized crime groups.  

Mafia has the ability to turn threats into opportunities and while you are reading, crime groups are most 

likely organizing themselves.  

Let’s take into account, for instance, that some 65% of Italian small and medium businesses are at risk of 

bankruptcy. This is an excellent opportunity for ‘Ndrangheta from Calabria or Camorra from Campania - 

two of the major mafias - which could use extortion and usury to “help” business owners.  

In addition, Italian informal workers are around 3.7 million and 80% of them are located in the south. 

These people cannot benefit from any subsidy or safety net that is available for regular workers and the 

government is struggling to design measures in support of the irregulars.  

Fortunately, so far the south has not been hit by the virus as much as the north, but the lockdown is the 

same.  

So far, the situation seems under control. However, the warnings are based on trends that are being 

observed on the ground and it is better to prevent than cure. 

Notoriously, when organized crime takes advantage of a crisis or, worse, is able to somehow replace the 

State in providing for citizens, we have the best recipe for social catastrophes.  

An interesting case is that of Brazil, where President Jair Bolsonaro dismissed the pandemic as “sniffles” 

and criticized the lockdown measures taken by dozens of other countries, including in Latin America.  

In the last few days, thousands of people received a crystal clear WhatsApp text: “Stay home or else.”  

The senders were the country’s gangs and paramilitary groups, who decided to enforce social distancing 

since authorities were not.  

“Whoever is caught on the street will learn how to respect the measure. We want the best for the 

population. If the government is unable to manage, organized crime resolves,” this was another message 

for Brazilians. 

The number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Brazil is 4,256 (March 29) with 136 deaths and it is 

growing fast. Inevitably, an explosion in coronavirus infections could contribute to social unrest in 

communities long neglected by the state, which could in turn become ticking time bombs.   
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