
 

 

Diary from Quarantine – 4 – It looks like a war, yet it is not   

Sara Brzuszkiewicz  

47,201. Forty-seven thousand two hundred one. This is the latest number of cases recorded in Italy 

(March 20).  

On the same day, 627 people died in the country due to the epidemics.  

Here, like in China until a few days ago and probably soon in Spain, Germany, France, USA, and 

elsewhere, it might look like a war.  

The number of victims is that of a war, Italian hospitals and intensive care units are now collapsing, in 

Bergamo, the worst-hit city in Europe that is 40 km away from my city, the army took coffins out of town 

as morgues cannot cope with the amount of corpses.  

 

 
Bergamo. A long column of Army trucks takes coffins away during the night. 

 



 

 

 
March 20: The line of people waiting to enter a supermarket near Milan. The supermarket is after the white sign on the right. 
By Sara Brzuszkiewicz 

 

Our freedom of movement is strongly limited and there are long lines in front of supermarkets.  

It does look like a war scenario.  

Yet I completely disagree with the mob of commentators and journalists using and misusing this 

comparison.  

It is not a war. When there is a war, people are called to fight, to make huge sacrifices, to deal with a 

total dismantlement of their daily life.  

This is not the case. Yes, we are making sacrifices, it is horrible and scary, but all what authorities expect 

from citizens in order to contribute in the fight against the virus is staying home and practicing social 

distancing.  



 

 

On March 20, the army started to be employed to help enforce the lockdown, given the number of 

people who are still going around almost as nothing is happening and the opinion of Chinese medical 

experts helping Italy to deal with the emergency, according to which the restrictions imposed here in 

Lombardy are not strict enough.  

We can do it. Fellow Europeans, stop complaining and stay home. 
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